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Airway challenges in critically ill patients are unique and demand a specific tailored 

approach. Profound hypoxemia, hemodynamic instability and dynamic changes in 

airway anatomy make even routine airway interventions high-risk. The need to intervene 

in suboptimal environments, including prone positioning, often with limited time 

available further adds to the complexity and narrows the margin for error. Intensivists are 

also expected to develop procedural competence in techniques such as percutaneous 

tracheostomy and managing blocked distal airways which require a sound 

understanding of anatomy, timing and technical finesse. 

This workshop is designed to bridge that gap by combining practical insights with 

supervised hands-on experience, enabling participants to enhance decision

making and build confidence in managing complex ICU airways.

Highlights:

Ÿ Developing competence in percutaneous tracheostomy

Ÿ Strategies for managing complex distal airway challenges

Ÿ Mastering airway challenges in patients with severe respiratory compromise in 

complex positions 
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